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Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum 
Located on Lake Michigan and voted “Best View of Chicago’s Skyline,” the Adler features the fully-restored Gemini 12 spacecraft flown by NASA astronauts Jim Lovell and Buzz Aldrin. The capsule is the centerpiece of the Adler’s new permanent exhibit Shoot for the Moon, which highlights the exciting stories of space exploration and America’s bold plans to return to the Moon. Try out your own Moon jump, test your lunar perception skills, or see the latest images from NASA in the state-of-the-art interactive exhibition.
America’s first planetarium, the Adler offers two unique planetarium experiences. Explore Chicago’s night sky and the mysteries of the constellations in the historic Sky Theater or launch into the outer reaches of space in the all-digital StarRider Theater, which is 55 feet wide and three stories tall. The Adler’s astronomical collection dates back to 12th-century Persia and includes one of the world’s oldest telescopes, real meteorites and over 400 sundials.
Art Institute of Chicago 
Escape to the Art Institute of Chicago and delight in the treasured collections that have lured tourists from all over the world for more than a century. Journey through Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas as renowned works of art spanning 5,000 years inform and inspire you. Plunge into the color and excitement of late 19th-century life as you view one of the world’s most admired collections of French Impressionism. Discover how American artists express their experience through a rich array of portraits, landscapes, and semi-abstractions. Marvel at the exquisite objects in the galleries of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean art, and don’t miss the innovative works from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Wonder at the 68 captivating Thorne Miniature Rooms, a particular favorite. Recently named the nation’s #1 art museum for kids by Child magazine, the Art Institute offers a wealth of experiences for tourists of all ages. 
Chicago Children’s Museum 
Chicago Children’s Museum is the place where play and learning connect! Only at CCM can you scale a towering schooner, build a fantasy structure using real tools in Under Construction, dig for bones in a Dinosaur Expedition, create a big splash in WaterWays—and even take in an art class in the Kraft Artabounds Studio. Three floors of interactive exhibits, plus daily programs, multicultural performances and workshops, offer unlimited learning adventures to kids through age 10 and their families. CCM is located on historic Navy Pier on the shores of Lake Michigan.
Field Museum 
The Field Museum is home to Sue, the world’s largest, most famous T. rex, plus more than 35 world-renowned exhibitions. In “Underground Adventure”, tourists magically “shrink” to explore a subterranean world where everything is one hundred times its normal size. Meet the famous man-eating Lions of Tsavo, made famous in the movie “The Ghost and the Darkness.” Discover “Inside Ancient Egypt,” where 23 Egyptian mummies and 5,000-year-old hieroglyphics reside. 
Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio Tour 
This unusual complex served as Wright’s private residence and studio for the first 20 years of his career, 1889–1909. Wright used his home as an architectural laboratory, trying out design concepts before sharing them with clients. Here, he raised six children with his first wife, Catherine Tobin, and designed such famous buildings as the Robie House, Larkin Building and Unity Temple. The area surrounding the Home and Studio contains the world’s largest concentration of Wright-designed structures. With 25 of his buildings in the village, as well as a rich selection of restored Prairie School and Victorian homes, Oak Park is a virtual outdoor museum of architectural history. Guided museum tours and self-guided audio neighborhood walks are available.
Frederick C. Robie House 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie House on the University of Chicago campus is the most famous example of his Prairie School design, which was inspired by the sweeping horizons of the Midwest. Considered an architectural masterpiece, this quintessential Prairie house features horizontal planes, dramatic cantilevers, and long ribbons of art glass windows. Designated by the American Institute of Architects among the Top Ten Buildings of the 20th Century, the Robie House remains a cornerstone of modern functional form. Tours by the Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust offer a firsthand experience of both its amazing contemporary spaces and the current restoration work that is returning the house to its original appearance.
Hancock Observatory 
The Hancock Observatory is a “must see” Chicago attraction. Experience Chicago’s best views spanning up to 80 miles and four states—Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Illinois— from the 94th floor of the world-renowned John Hancock Center Skywalk, Chicago’s highest open-air viewing area lets you feel and hear the Windy City’s dynamic buzz from 1,000 feet in the air. A History Wall pictorially traces Chicago’s rise from marsh to metropolis. Talking telescopes, interactive exhibits, and audio Sky Tours also await. 
Cameras are recommended for The Hancock Observatory’s “daring” photo exhibits and memories of the incredible city views. Located in the heart of Chicago’s Magnificent Mile, The Hancock Observatory is within walking distance to hundreds of shops, restaurants and attractions. 
Kohl Children’s Museum of Greater Chicago 
Kohl Children’s Museum of Greater Chicago is the only museum in the Chicago area that exclusively provides exhibits and programming for ages birth to 8. All 17 permanent exhibits are hands-on and interactive. 
Shop in the child-sized Dominick’s grocery store, find your way through the Discovery Maze, cure stuffed animals in the Pet Vet, make sandwiches in the play Potbelly Cafe, dance and sing in Music Makers, and make a splash in Water Works. There are also four baby play areas for infants and crawlers. Habitat Park, a secure outdoor exhibit area with a sculpture trail and underground tunnel, offers seasonal programming.
Lincoln Park Zoo Carousel and Children’s Train 
Take a ride on the Endangered Species Carousel located next to the Lion House, a Chicago landmark. Enjoy the hand carved and beautifully hand painted animals in need of protection. The young and the young at heart will all have fun hanging around with the colorful replicas of baby gorillas, polar bears, wild dogs and more.
All aboard! Across from the Sea Lion Pool, kids can ride a train built just for them. Just pick the color car and let the conductor take you and the steam locomotive styled train away.
Museum of Contemporary Art 
Visit the Museum of Contemporary Art to see the most thought-provoking art created since 1945. One of the nation’s largest facilities devoted to the work of living artists, the MCA is the best place in Chicago to excite, challenge, and provide insight into the work and creative process of the most stimulating artists of our time. View the art that everyone will be talking about tomorrow.
Navy Pier Ferris Wheel 
Take a ride on Navy Pier’s most visible attraction, the 150-foot-high Ferris wheel. The Navy Pier Ferris wheel, presented by McDonald’s, is year round fun for kids of all ages. Modeled after the world’s very first Ferris wheel, an engineering marvel constructed for Chicago’s 1893 World Colombian Exposition, the Navy Pier Ferris wheel lifts tourists to unparalleled sweeping views of the skyline and lakefront. The Pier’s wheels have forty gondolas seating six passengers each and in the evening thousands of sparkling lights illuminate the wheel’s forty 140-foot-diameter spokes. 
Notebaert Nature Museum 
Experience nature right at your fingertips in the heart of Lincoln Park! Thought-provoking, hands-on exhibits examine Midwestern ecosystems and bring the natural world up close in extraordinary ways.
The Judy Istock Butterfly Haven features a kaleidoscope of butterflies with 75 species from the Midwest and around the world. Nature Museum tourists learn about the importance of waterways in urban neighborhoods in River Works. Three meticulously re-created environments in the Wilderness Walk immerse tourists in a prairie, savanna, and dune. Hands-on-Habitat invites budding naturalists to explore the secret world of animal homes while the Extreme Green House explains how our homes are linked to nature.
Sears Tower Skydeck 
No trip to Chicago is complete without a visit to the Sears Tower Skydeck. See breathtaking views of Chicago from North America’s tallest building. Explore the city’s rich history with the Skydeck’s new displays that bring the skyline to life. Start your adventure on a multi-media elevator ride. Learn more about Chicago with touch computers in 6 languages. What are you waiting for? Get up here!
Shedd Aquarium 
On the shores of Lake Michigan lies a gateway to an underwater world unlike anything you’ve ever seen, heard or touched. Sharks patrol, dolphins leap, and fishes from around the world school together. Shedd is the destination where guests become explorers.
Have you ever sailed the Pacific Northwest on a whale-watching cruise? Gotten eye-to-eye with a piranha? Or followed a sea turtle, as she soared through the Caribbean? With more than 22,000 animals representing 1,500 species, it’s all possible at Shedd.
Dive in and have an up-close and personal encounter with dozens of sharks in the newest exhibit, Wild Reef. Floor-to-ceiling exhibit windows give you a diver’s-eye view of a Philippine coral reef, teeming with live corals and more than 500 species of reef fishes of all shapes, colors and sizes.
Strap a mask and flippers onto your imagination and chart a course to Shedd, the world’s largest indoor aquarium.
Swedish American Museum Center 
The Swedish American Museum Center is a bustling center of Swedish art, history, culture, and educational activities and programs. Each year more than 40,000 tourists enjoy the special exhibits, Swedish language classes, crafts, genealogy classes, concerts, lectures, films, and interactive Children’s Museum of Immigration. On the museum’s first floor gallery exhibits featuring world-class art, craft, and design rotate four times annually.
The permanent exhibit, “The Dream of America: Swedish Immigration to Chicago,” contains artifacts from the mass immigration of Swedes to Chicago beginning 150 years ago. Learn about their struggles, and see how they forged new lives in the city. Step back in time at the Children’s Museum of Immigration, an interactive journey through history for kids ages three to twelve. Churn butter, milk a cow, or gather eggs on a nineteenth-century Swedish farm. Pack an immigrant’s trunk and board a steamer for the New World.
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